
 

KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 3 
SCOPE  
The primary elementary program, kindergarten through grade 2, focuses student learning on Issues of 
citizenship. Further, classroom responsiveness – both communal and individual – is addressed. The students 
will study about people who make a difference in their lives and people who made a difference in the past. 
Third graders will study the importance of the land people live on and how the communities they live in are 
affected by geography and history 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 What does citizenship mean?  

 How do people support a community? 

 How does history influence the lives of people? 

 How does geography impact the life of a people? 

 What are the lessons that can be learned from current events?  
 

TEXTS AND RESOURCES 
1st  Grade 
Big Books: About My World (Harcourt) 
Kit: Neighborhoods Near and Far (Nystrom) 
 
2nd  Grade 
Big Books: About My Community (Harcourt)  
Kit: Neighborhoods Near and Far (Nystrom)  
 
3rd  Grade 
People and Communities (Harcourt) 
 

 

GRADE 4 
SCOPE  
The fourth grade program has a focus on Pennsylvania and the five geographical regions of the United States.  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 How do physical features and geographic locations impact where and how people live? 

 How do diverse resources, economic and industries affect the progress and growth of a region?  

 How, when, and why do people move?  

 How do natural resources determine the development of industries in a region?  

 What are the lessons that can be learned from current events?  
 

TEXTS AND RESOURCES 
States and Regions (Harcourt) 
Our Pennsylvania (Macmillan/McGraw Hill) 
 

 
 



GRADE 5 
SCOPE  
The fifth grade program has a focus on exploration, colonization, and settlement of North America.  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 How does geography of a region influence the culture of its inhabitants?  

 How do rules protect individual rights as well as meet the needs of society? 

 How and why to do people move? 

 How do we use the past to build the future? 

 What are the responsibilities of a good citizen? 

 What are the lessons that can be learned from current events?  
 

TEXT  
United States History, Beginnings (Harcourt)  
 

 

GRADE 6 
SCOPE  
In sixth grade the students will study the ancient worlds of Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, the Yellow and Nile 
Rivers, as well as the Aztec, Mayans, and Incas. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 How and why do cultures develop, interact and change? 

 How does geography affect the growth of civilizations? 

 What impacts does trade/economics have on the organization and daily life of people? 

 What are the beliefs and values that have shaped government over time?  

 What are the lessons that can be learned from current events? 
 

TEXT 
Ancient Civilizations (Harcourt) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


